JULIE CURLY

The beginnings - A passion for all kinds of art and music
Since my teena%e years, | have atremendous passion for all kinds of arts. At 18, | began film

studjes, earning a inaster's deg_reie while learning the guitar. | started playing Nirvana and sang
he hits of Celine Dion and Alaiis Morissette in my bedroom. Strumming some guitar chords, |
discovered my own voice and took singing lessons for more than 6 Xears with my teacher
Monique Dumas. Even If | was still in cover bands, love sm%mg Top 40 and the hits of

sterday. Doing my own original music has always been there, as a way of expressing myself.
usic is a powerfultool in which you can infuse and explore your.own eel;ngs. When ltogets
to someone else rs, and it touches their hearts, it becomes universal. It's both rewarding to
the artist & their t . as well as for the listener. For me, it's the same as movies, telling a
story & touc_h1n§ people with it. That's why | love to think that my music is coming alive’in the
form of stories an ort films.

The Process - Pa ical experiences paved the way

In my twenties, | began to perform as a singer & songwnter in Montreal bars and in various
smg]nfg contests, becoming a finalist at theMontrealTdol / Mix 96 and CTV (2005) contest,
semi-finalist at. frois-Pistoles en Chansons (2010), and finalist at Chante en Francais, . B
Montreal(2010). Long-time choir lover, | was a member of several vocal ensembles, in addition
to performing in thefirst steps of the Gospel Challenge (2006). | love gospel and the power it
§enerates throth ging. Amazing Grace is a song | performed for many years and it always
ranscends me. I'must say, Aretha Franklin is one of my idols. | also gave my voice to the song
Humanity, official anthem of the Montreal Gay Pride in 2008. |'ve never hidden my colors and
having maore LGBT models in music can be beneficial and positive, in making the world a better
lace. While on a European trip in 2012, | presented some of my original songs, performing in
oth France & Belgium. An amazmlg opportunity to meet and discuss with the’European crowd,
enabling me to hone my musical skills. | learn a'lot from this ex[)enenc_e. It made me grow as

an artist, finding my own voice, and led me to great musical collaborations.

The album Confessions, or the joys of being an independent artist

In January 2013, | began a musical partnership with the talented composer Gilbert Cantin, bass player and guitarist, havin
performed alon§SIde of professional musicians for years. We played in the same tribute band and the chemistry in musica
creation evolved naturally. Then we gave birth to an{essmns in 2014, a self-produced album. It was born from'the frujt of
multiple influences and mutual experience, and | think that being an mde?endent album, it gave us thebpower of freedom, the
freedom of speech & thoughts in creation. At the end, Confessions is a really personal album, pop/rock & jazzy songs about
relationships and reflections on life.This 12 tracks album is in French, my first language. With all the production and promotion
steps, it was a lon%(but exciting!) creative process; and everyone, even if we are g very small team, has embrace the project. So
then, for the launc maof_the_ , we had ver\(/ talented musicians: Jean-Yves Cardin (keyboards), Didier Renaud (bass), Robert
Massé (drums), Anne-Marie Kirouac & Jenny Ruca (percussions) and, of course, Gilbert on the guitar. Since the launching, we are
all together, touring, rehearsing & composing new songs, and having the chance to make music with great musicians is amazing.
It creates a musical’microcosm where I'can express myself, and thisis priceless; this is the reason why | make music. For me,
making great music is having great ideas and s_harmg hem with passionate people and great musicians. It's aPrWIlege to make
music and have people come to my shows to listen to my music. | never forget or take it for granted! Still, putting your emotions
out there -and personal thoughts and feelings - for the world to listen, may sometimes be a Scary thing... but having people
respondm% positively to your work while on’stage, it's priceless! If exgosmg your creation to the world is in itself a challenge, |
would say that the most challenging thing is to get heard out there! There is 50 many talented bands -and so much noise- out
there, that's it's difficult to get heard by the right people to make it in the business. Seriously, for me, being an independent
artist, is like being a Shredded Wheat... you know the breakfast cereal? Made from whole wheat, one side is frosted sugar, and
the other remain whole wheat. So the frosted side is in the creation process, cause art doesn't emerge fromconstraints, but
from freedom, the freedom of speech and thought. In fact, | may be a Flower Child - or let's say a hippie, for the creation
[E)rocess (in fact Flower Power is one of our songs in preparation...) For the music business side- or the wheat side if we stay in

he Shredded Wheat metaphor, I'm a really down-to-earth person, very organized; for me, that's what it takes to be
anindependent artjst. Working hard and making it work, with an amazing team! As far as sounding too humble, for me the team
is everything. They help you spread the word about your musical universe.

Can you imagine? (The Killing of John Lennon) - Making a move, from language of Moliére to Shakespeare

| was born in Montreal, on a snow da\é, and still live there (but not because of the snow!) What | love about my city is the
bi-cultural, let’s say b1[m%ual, reality. Even if mY_flrst language is French, and always love the Moliere language to express _
myself through songs, | also love wr1tm§ in English. A decade ago, when | studied at Concordia University, | was already w,ntmg
son%s in English. Sot's kind of a natural path to make some songs in English (even Confessions has some songs in Fran-glish, If |
must say, like Carences and Technicolor). My first video single in‘Englishis called Can you imagine? (The Killing of John Lennon).
This unique musician, poet and peacemaker is my maijn influence, not only in music, but also in his vision of life: Did |
mentioned | was born in a precarious premature condition in Montreal, the same time John Lennon died in New York? And that
mg mother was a Beatles fan? This is the storY_ of Can ¥ou Imagine?, and | san§_1t_ for the first time live, when launching my first
album. The song and the video was recorded live (putting aftérward, in the editing process, some shots of a Montreal snowy
day). | thoughtit made sense that | could pay a tribute with this song to John Lennon and my mother, since they both havea
tremendous influence on my life. The lyrics of this song are important to me, as well as the music, composed by the talented
Monique Dumas, who was able to translate my universe as well as pay tribute to the sound of The Beatles. As well as the other
songs on the album Confessions, heartfelt s}Can you imagine? won prizes such as an Akademia Music Award fCahforn]a) for best
live performance and finished number one with more than 4000 viewson_ the Beat100 (Britain)Music Video Charts in 2015.
Being humble toward success, | still love to think that my songs are touching people...And if they do, mission accomplish, cause

it's the reason why | make music.
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